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Words from Mrs Walford 
 

Unfortunately this has not been the start to the new year that we had hoped for.  With 

Sutton, firstly in Tier 4 and now a national lockdown, we haven't been able to welcome 

back all of the children this term.  I am so proud of the children and staff for how well they 

are coping, once again, in these strange times. 

The staff have adapted amazingly and have been expanding their knowledge around 

google classroom and other technology to ensure we can provide the same high quality 

education for the children at home, as we do in school. 

We will now be trialling some live lessons for children in Years 1-6.  Please be patient with 

us as we trial these and deliver our first sessions!  For children in Nursery and Reception, 

for now, the lessons will continue to be pre-recorded. 

Please can I take this opportunity to thank all of the families who have sent us in emails of 

thanks, it really means a lot to the staff to have these words of thanks and                         

encouragement. 
 

Mrs Walford 

Useful Online Safety Websites 

 
Common Sense Media  

 

To learn more about the games or apps your 
children are using, Common Sense Media    

covers thousands, which includes advice and   
reviews from other parents:  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

Internet Matters  
 

Tons of age-specific related information        
created specifically for parents. Includes      

information to set up devices.  
https://www.internetmatters.org/ 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/


Arthur and Leo laid out some of          
dinosaur books and dinosaurs, for their 
friends to learn with in Sea Otters. They 

made sure that all of the dinosaurs 
were 'Socially Distancing' as well.     

However, they decided that some were        
brothers and they could stand closer to 

each other. 

Turtles have loved starting our new topic: Dinosaur Planet! We 
followed along with how to draw an Allosaurus on 

#ArtForKidsHub via: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pbT2G9qGiqU  

 

Could you follow along at home?  We would love to see your 
sketches! 

Honeybees and Moles have enjoyed playing 
with the big blocks outside.  They made a   

castle and even added a flag! 

What we have been up to in school 

Year 1 had lots of fun independently 
writing their numbers. Can you write your 

numbers to 100, how far can you get? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbT2G9qGiqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbT2G9qGiqU


Dolphins have been really creative and 
have been making watches to support 

their learning of time. 

What we have been up to in school 

In our Moles bubble we have loved listening to The Very Hungry Caterpillar! We creat-
ed our own story maps and talked about the days of the week! 

        Moles have been  
        using the            
        Numicon to find  
      different ways of      

        creating             
    numbers! 

Mrs White & Lions 
have been very 
busy! As part of 
their Land Ahoy 
topic they learnt 

about the parts of 
a pirate ship and 
the jobs of the 
crew members, 
then they raided 

Miss Daniel's     
recycling and built 

their own ship! 



What we have been up to in school 

Panthers have been doing some watercolour paintings of pirate ships as part of their 
topic, Land Ahoy!  

 
Panthers tried hard to use the different colours to create an effect of waves in the ocean.  



What you have been up to at home 

Leah from Dolphins has been doing lots of 

reading at home! 

Mason from Orcas has been reading at 

home. 

Evie from Polar Bears has produced this    

fantastic map as part of her home learning! 

Have you got any photos of your home 

learning or other activities that you would 

like to share? 

Please email them to 

office@hackbridgeprimary.sutton.sch.uk 

with the email title ‘Newsletter’. 





Things to try around your home learning 

Start your mornings with some exercise! Joe Wicks has 

started his PE With Joe workouts again, live on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:00am.  There are also lots 

of other PE With Joe videos on his YouTube Channel - 

The Body Coach TV. 

 

 

BookTrust have got their Home Time 

website, which has lots of different  

activities, sorted by age groups.  Take a 

look here: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-

and-reading/have-some-fun/ 

 

 

 

 

BBC Bitesize have different games, 

activities and information, sorted by 

Key Stage and age range on their 

website here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Home Learning 

We continue to use Google Classroom to upload lessons daily.  We will also be trialling 

Live Lessons, so please be patient with us whilst we all adapt to this new way of working. 

 

If you have any trouble accessing Google Classroom or need reminding of your child’s  

account details, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  The staff are        

available between 8:00am and 4:00pm each day.  You can contact us via phone on 020 

8647 7974 or email at office@hackbridgeprimary.sutton.sch.uk. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


Reminders 

If you or anybody in your household has symptoms of Coronavirus you MUST 

stay indoors.  It is essential the whole household self-isolates.  If this affects 

your child and they are due at school, please inform the school office of their 

absence. 
 

 If anyone in your household takes a Covid-19 test, you MUST all self-isolate 

until that result is received. 
 

 If a positive test result is received:  your whole household must continue to  

self-isolate and you will be informed by the NHS of what date you must do 

this until.  Please inform the school office. 
 

 If a negative test result is received: self-isolation can end and your child can    

return to school (if they are due to attend). 

Ventilation in classrooms on school sites  

In line with government guidance to keep rooms well ventilated during this time, we do have windows 
open in all rooms that are in use in the school, as per our risk assessment which is published on our      

website. We continue to remind those parents whose children are attending school to send them in with 
additional layers for warmth.  



 

“Mrs Walford and ALL HPS staff,  
 I debated sending this as I understand how busy you are and worried giving you another thing to read but I just 

had to say thank you.  
I do not underestimate how stressful and exhausting this pandemic has been for you all. I think teachers have been 
treated terribly from all directions. Last minute indecision, forever changing goalposts, and I have no doubt you'll 
have received criticism and complaints over things you've not likely had any control over, or things you've done 

which you thought were for the best but maybe haven’t quite worked or needed tweaking. But funnily enough, no 
one has done this before!! I think you guys are doing a great job in an awful, unprecedented situation!  

Please know your efforts are appreciated!!  
Take care and keep safe.” 

Comments and Messages 
Big thanks to all the families who have sent us positive emails recently.  

It really does mean a lot to all  the staff, who appreciate your kind 

words. 

“Hello! 

 I just wanted to say a huge thank you for all that you have been 
doing to enhance remote learning this term. Engagement from the 

teachers has been wonderful, and we are loving the use of          
Jamboard! We are really looking forward to some live sessions too. 

Really appreciate you figuring out a way to make that possible.  

 I've said this before and I'll say it again, I can never replicate the 
amazing teaching you provide for the kids, so we are incredibly 

grateful to you all for looking at new ways to make remote learning 
better.   

If there is anything we can do as parents to help, please let us 
know.  

 Best wishes.” 

“Just wanted to say thank you 
for your monumental efforts and 

diligence in setting up the live 
classrooms for the whole school 
within just a week of the school 

closing.  
I can't imagine how much work 
has gone into this in embracing 
new technologies and applying 

them for the benefit of the     
students ( and parents!)” 

“Thank you for all the hard 
work you’re all putting in to 
support parents and pupils 
during such a difficult time. 

We really appreciate it.” 

“The staff are doing an amazing job 
and should be praised. Stay safe 
everyone and thank you again.” 


